
Like “Remember Pearl Harbor,” or “Remember the Maine,” 
images of 9/11 remind the soldiers at Guantanamo with 
headlines like “That’s why we’re here—to defend 
FREEDOM.” When two soldiers from the Joint Task Force 
meet they are supposed to salute while the first says 

“Honor bound” and the second replies “to defend freedom,” 
their motto. 

The word “terrorism” came into use in the late 18th 
century, in the wake of the French Revolution, describing 
the policies of governments enacted against groups of 
citizens to ensure their submission. The term was not in 
widespread use in the U.S. until the 1970s. 

Terrorism does not play by the rules of “gentleman’s war.” 
In October 2001, the U.N. held a week-long “Debate on 
measure to eliminate international terrorism,” and many 
could not agree on a definition for terrorism, producing 
Orwellian circles such as Sir Peter Greenstock’s “Terrorism 
is terrorism…What looks, smells, and kills like terrorism 
is terrorism.” 

“Terrorism first and foremost is a psychological weapon aimed at undermining policies and 
values. It’s a tough balance [between preserving national security and civil rights].” 
 —Frank Cilluffo, director of George Washington University’s Homeland 
 Security Institute and former special assistant to President Bush

“Freedom and fear, justice and cruelty, have always been at war, and we know that 
God is not neutral between them.”  —George W. Bush
 September 20, 2001

“Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety,    
deserve neither Liberty nor Safety.” —Benjamin Franklin, 1755

“One does not fight terrorism by adopting the methods of the terrorist. When one 
does, the terrorist has won a victory, for he has succeeded in undermining some of 
the fundamental values of society.” —Terry Waite
 former Beirut hostage

“If you murder the idea that is America, you have murdered America itself in a way 
that ten thousand 9/11s could never do. No terrorist can destroy the ideals we hold 
dear. Only we can do that.” —William Rivers Pitt

“I ask you to uphold the values of America and remember why so many have come 
here. We’re in a fight for our principles, and our first responsibility is to live by them.”
  —George W. Bush
 September 20, 2001

The term “unlawful combatant” was first used during 
WWII to describe German saboteurs in the U.S. who 
worked in civilian clothes. 

After the State Department’s 2004 report on global 
terrorism received widespread criticism for omitting data 
showing a rise in terrorist incidents, the National 
Counterterrorism Center announced that the number of 
worldwide terrorist attacks in the first half of 2005 was 
3,192. This does not include attacks on U.S. troops in 
Iraq or Afghanistan.

Above (left): Terrorists make use of media attention: at the 
1972 Summer Olympics in Munich, the Black September group 
held nine Israeli athletes hostage. The Palestinian terrorists, the 
hostages, and a policeman all died when German authorities 
tried to take over. Above (right): Britain is no stranger to terror 

tactics. The IRA and 
retaliation Irish loyalist 
groups staged bombings like 
this 1993 attack on the 
London financial district for 
decades. Left: In 1985, 14 
people died in a machine- 
gun attack in Rome’s 
Fiumicino Airport. The 
randomness of civilian 
attacks spreads fear by 

emphasizing the entire population’s vulnerability.
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